Boat Bed Project

1. Determine the proper inner dimension for your mattress set.  I used a twin with a box spring, and left it on the stock stand.  To do this, I built my inner frame (drawing attached) to be 38” wide x 75” long x 18” deep to the inside dimensions.  These dimensions should be good for any twin, but you may wish to add ¾” to each dimensions, as the mattress ended up being just a touch snug.
2. I built mine out of steel, but it can be done out of wood if need be.  Once I had my inner frame built, we took 14 gauge steel sheets cut 18” x 110” and welded them to the back edge of the frame.  When this was done, we were able to bend the front (bow) together and spot weld the sheets together.  To give the keel a “boat like” look, we cut the bow edge of the sheets on a slight angle to make the lower edge rake in slightly.  The bending of the steel sheet also created the angle to the “gunnels” that I was looking for.
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3. Once the general shape of the boat was together, we placed more 14-gauge sheet on top of our pieces and plasma torched out the top deck.  Once all these pieces were cut, we welded them together and sanded all of the welds smooth.  At this point the framework of the bed was done (see picture).
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4. It would be best at this point to start to cut out holes for any gauges, steering wheels, or lights, etc.  I sourced these parts from my local Malibu dealer, and when I explained the purpose, they came up with a few non-functioning gauges that looked great all the same for much less than replacement parts.  When this was done, we powdercoated the entire frame the white base color.  
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5. After powdercoating, we reinstalled the steering wheel, gauges, lights, grab handles, etc.  I also sourced the OEM bumper and rub rail.  We pop riveted the rail to the outside edge of the “boat” and used a heat gun to get the plastic to conform to the corners.
6. We used the outline stripe of a boat on the Malibu boats website to create the vinyl striping on the side of the boat.  To make the vinyl smooth, we converted the arcs to an Illustrator raster file.  If you don’t do this, the stripes will come out very jagged.  I will place the Adobe Illustrator file used to create the vinyl on my web page.
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7. I rigged all of the 12volt DV lights and gauges to be flipped on by a single toggle switch.  The switch is tied into a simple 12volt DC adapter that I salvaged from an expired calculator.  The 12volt DC is pretty harmless, but use caution in determining positive and negative leads and make sure that all positives are hooked up to the positive terminals.
I plan to make all of these instructions/pictures/drawings and files available on my website at www.skibellalago.com
